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TOC H IN JAPAN 


In April, 1946, Toc H arrived in Japan. Toc H 
representative Frank Field, writing from H.Q. 
British and Indian Troops, British Commonwealth 
Occupation Forces (B.C.O.F.), Japan, says: 

‘““We have arrived! At last we are here in 
Japan. All day we have moved up the inland sea 
in a grey mist, raw cold and uninteresting. The 
first islands were grim, volcanic rocks, but these 
soon changed to tree-covered hillocks sticking up 
out of the sea. 

‘TA few fisherfolk in very primitive flat boats, 
and occasional smoke from the distant hills, were 
the only things to be seen at first, but by mid-day 
the sun came through and we too« on a pilet ard 
then proceeded through a maze of islands and up 
past Hiroshima to Kuse. Ail the towns we had 
passed had a distinctly Norwegian icok, wooden 
buildings with grey tiles hucdied ctose in Setween 
the sea and the shore, the slopes cultivated in little 
paddy fields to the last inch, and then timbered. 
Hiroshima was the same, except that behind the 
docks lay nothing. 

* Kusé was very busy; the stream was full of 
ships, and we saw several wrecks as we passed right 
into the only vacant berth. At night it was all lit 
up and looked glamorous, but by day it looks 
dreadful. It is very heavily bombed and derelict 
Indeed; shipyards, docks, submarine pens, all are 
wretched and rusted. They have cleared away the 
debris in the town and new buildings are going up 
and open-alr markets are open. Our present 
home is away up through the hills at Hiro, asuburb 
of Kusé, with plenty of good wooden buildings for 
the lads. Much better than we had ever dreamed 
of seeing, and with electricity laid on. 

“ My own billet (temporary) is in a big wooden 
building with sliding door and windows, built-in 
cupboards and thick padded rush mats on the 
floor—by far the best | have had. Tomorrow we 
take over temporary premises and will do what we 
can until final dispositions are known and we can 
settle down to work in earnest. 

“The people are rosy-cheeked and look well, 
though how they manage to keep so fit on so little 
beats me. All work very hard and every inch of 
dried-up riverbeds, roadside verges, etc., Is made 
into a garden. The children especially are very 
bonny and whatever you may think about the 


parents you can't help liking the kids. 

*' The shops, such as they are, are very expensive 
and not very good. Peas, broad beans and lettuce 
grow well here and eggs are the proper size—but 
no local produce may be eaten of course.” 

And on May 24th he writes : 

[have just returned from Takuma Bay, on the 
sheltered side of Shikoku Island, where the 
Divisional Holiday Camp is to be established. The 
venture will be as like an ordinary civilian one as 
it is possible to make it. All the organisers will 
be W.Y.S. and Toc H with a military and Japanese 
staf. About twenty W.V.S. personnel will be in 
residence te run the place on normal civilian lines 
ano my colieazue and | have all the outside activities 
to tun, sports, bathing, boating, excursions and 
picnics, gardens and chicken farm. 

`‘ The situation is ideal, the whole area is enclosed 
by hills on three sides and faces the sea. It covers 
some twency acres including an apron of tarmac 
along the water's edge with three slipways, one of 
which we are walling in to make a bathing pool. 
There is a gutted hangar which we are converting 
for tennis and cricket. What was once the control 
room will now be an ice cream parlour with a sun 
roof and sports stores. Aircraft dispersal bays 
will become courts with sheltered rest gardens, and 
behind them is the main camp area, a football 
pitch, covered roller skating and badminton theatre. 
dance floor, canteens, shopping centre, laundry, 
M.T. park, workshops, etc., and a stable for twenty 
horses. 

“All the main camp buildings are on terraces 
each of which looks out on the one below and 
every room will have a view. They are solid 
wooden buildings with heavy pantiled roofs and, of 
course, baths on the Japanese scale. This means a 
large room with three concrete tanks six feet 
square and a smaller one. They are all steam 
heated and you wash in the small bath and then 
soak to your heart’s content in the big ones. 

‘“ The camp will accommodate 200 British and 
300 Indian troops simultaneously. 1 have requi- 
sitioned a dozen seaplane floats to make rafts, 
diving boards and small craft, and we hope to have 
the place open for August weekend.”’ 

There is a great need for Toc H Services team 
work with the Forces occupying Japan. 


After. six and a half years of work for the Ser- 
vices, St. Stephen’s has closed down. 


In the shadow of Big Ben, its windows looking 
on to the Houses of Parliament and across West- 
minster Bridge, the Club was opened at the request 
of the War Office in 1940, and its doors were 
never closed, day or night. It survived the 1940 
blitzes when London was bombed 96 nights in 
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succession, and although the other three corners 
of Westminster Bridge were blitzed, the house, 
except for losing all its windows, was undamaged. 
The vast ebb and flow of Servicemen of many 
nationalities could not have been coped with had 
it not been for the untiring help of 250 voluntary 
workers, both men and women. 


ST. STEPHEN’S TOC H SERVICE! 


One of the last men to stay at St. Stephen's 
was L.A.C. Williams of the R.A.F. He brought 
with him his nine-year-old pedigree pointer bitch, 
Judy, who holds the Dog’s Y.C. The strict rule 
of the Club not to admit dogs was relaxed in 
Judy’s favour and she was booked in and issued 
with a special pass and number. Judy hasa remark- 
able story. She has been bombed, shelled, torpe- 
doed, ship-wrecked, smuggled, starved, sentenced 
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to death and cast ashore on a desert island. Judy 
wears a special leather collar bearing a plaque 
inscribed with her ** battle honours, '' and carrying 
the Y.C. ribbon. L.A.C. Williams became a member 
of Toc H in Singapore. and is now at home 
awaiting demobilisation. Judy will go with him 
when he returns to his home in Portsmouth. 
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The Staff: 
Miss Briscoe, Mr. Domone, Mr. Pepper. Mrs. Burton, Mr. Pickles. 


The Domestic Staff. 


TOC H WOMEN’S SECTION IN THE 
B.A.O.R, 


In April Miss Elsie Potter, Overseas Secretary 
for Toc H (Women’s Section), paid a visit to 
B.A.O.R. at the request of Padre Paul Webb, 
Toc H Commissioner out there. He had found 
that quite a number of Servicewomen were be- 
coming intzrested in Toc H, and a Women's Section 
Circle had already started in 8ad Ceyenhausen and 
that there were possibilities of others elsewhere. 
As a result of Miss Potter's visit it has been decided 
to send out Miss Alice Welford, South-West 
Regional Secretary for the Women's Section. 
Miss Welford is going to Germany for a period of 
three months to develop Circles, and any further 
developments will be planned on reports received 
from her. 

Although large numbers of Service girls have 
been and are being demobilised, there will scill be 
a considerable number stationed in Germany, and 
in addition very large numbers of women are being 
recruited for work with the Control Commission 
for Germany (C.C.G.). It Is also recognised that 


the British Occupation in Germany will last for a 
considerable number of years, and Field Marshal 
Montgomery himself has asked the organisations 
War 


grouped under the Council of Voluntary 
Workers (C.V.W.W.) to carry on for m 
years. It wiil be seen therefore wi 
dous opportunity this is for the work or Toci 
the Women's Section to reach British people wae 
are living and working in Germany in strange and 
unnatural conditions. 


HELPING SOUTH AFRICAN BRIDES 


The Women's Section of Toc H Is carrying out 
a programme of friendliness and help for the many 
South African and Rhodesian giris, married to 
R.A.F. men, who have come to make their homes 
in this country. The R.A.F. Welfare Authorities 
have welcomed the suggestion that the Women’s 
Section of Toc H should undertake this work as 
nothing was being done for these girls beyond 
keeping lists of their names and addresses. Some 
1,200 South African brides have reached this 
country since October, 1945. Over 600 have been 
contacted by the branches of Toc H Women’s 
Section in the various districts In which they have 
come to live. This is notin any sense recruitment 
for membership but simply a friendly hand and a 
welcome to this country. Because of the housing 
shortage many of the brides have been unable to 
set up homes of their own here and are having to 
live with their husband’s relatives—no easy thing 
in the best of circumstances. as most women 
appreciate. It should also be remembered that 
the average home in South Africa is plentifully 
supplied with servants. In this servantless country 
the brides have yet another adjustment to make 
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TOC H AND MONEY 


In the April issue of the News Sheet, under the heading of “A Joint Appeal,’’ it was stated that 
the Toc H General Funds will need in the next three years £200,000, and that Toc H Services Fund 


will require £120,000 in the same period. 


The Services Fund Appeal remains at £120,000, but the total for Toc H General Funds is now 
£250,000. Of this, £25,000 is for the rebuilding of the Toc H Chapel in All Hallows Church, Berkynge- 


chirche-by-the-Tower. 
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